
COUNCIL MEETING 14 JANUARY 2021 
Item 4 – Public Questions Received under Standing Order 27.5 
 
 

 Question From Question to  

1 Lynn Paterson 
 

Leader I have read the Governance Review Report by D Bowles & Associates and observed 
the Standards Committee meeting held on 8th December 2020. The report makes 
disturbing reading and, as David Bowles pointed out in the report and at the meeting, 
there is still much to do to ensure there are robust decision making processes in place, 
and that the perceived culture of threatening and intimidatory behaviour is addressed. 
 
During the Standards Committee meeting, one Councillor questioned David Bowles 
about whether the behaviours cited in the report emanated from one Councillor (whom 
he named, and who has since resigned from the Council). He also said he had 
witnessed the behaviours referred to in the report. Given the content of the report and 
how poor governance has developed over many years, how will the Leader of the 
Council, beyond the initiation of some Action Plans, ensure that this behaviour in the 
way in which the Council conducts its business is eradicated and, further, is the Leader 
of the Council committed to accepting and acting on each of the report's 
recommendations?  If not, why not? 
 

2 Lynn Paterson Leader I note that there has been a change of deadline for submission to the Council, by 
members of the public, of questions that are to be answered at the following Council 
meeting. The agenda and supporting papers are published late on the Thursday 
evening preceding the meeting. Until now, questions have been required to be 
submitted by close of business on the Monday before each Council meeting (held on 
Thursdays). Now, they are required to be submitted by 12 noon on the Monday before 
the meeting.  
 
Questions submitted to the Council by residents who are unable to participate in the 
meeting are not read out, as they have already been circulated to Councillors in 
advance of the meeting. However, as the practice is that the Chair does not read out the 



questions, but merely asks the relevant Councillor to respond, it is not possible for those 
residents who are observing the meetings to make any sense of the answers. 
 
Please will the Leader of the Council explain the rationale for the reduction in the time 
made available to residents to submit questions related to the agenda and papers of 
council meetings and is the Leader of the Council willing, in the interests of 
transparency, to change the current practice, so that all questions are read out at 
council meetings, when the resident is unable to ask the question on the day? 
 

3 Catriona 
Cockburn 

Leader Councillor Millard stated that there is £50,000 dedicated by EHDC specifically to dealing 
with the Climate Emergency, please can he tell the public what this money has been 
used for in this financial year? 

 

4 Iain Robinson Cllr Costigan Precisely how many staff, employed, contracted or consultants, are dedicated to working 
on EHDC’s Property Investment Portfolio in FY 2019/20 and by what percentage has the 
staffing level increased on FY 2018/19.  And what are the gross, total costs of employment 
 

5 Iain Robinson Cllr Costigan What is the precise rental income from investment property [as opposed to the 
approximation of £10.M given] and what is the breakdown of spending of £7.0M to support 
this speculative investment? 
 

6 Iain Robinson Cllr Costigan As the new rules governing property investment were issued in November 2020 by the 
Treasury, including asking Councils to lay out their planned capital spending and financing 
plans for the next three years with reduced interest rates and given that EHDC’s  proposed 
budget on property investment has been re-committed to 2020/21, and taking into account 
the absence of a published 2020 portfolio valuation can the Council now state when the 
strategy will be completed and published 
 

7 Melanie 
Robinson 

Cllr Butler At https://www.easthants.gov.uk/support-people EHDC offers a Job finding support 
service - online one-to-one job finding support. Anyone can access this support, if they 

https://www.easthants.gov.uk/support-people


have been unemployed for less than 3 months. What does EHDC offer for those 
unemployed for more than 3 months? 
 

8 Antonia 
Robinson 

Cllr Butler Coronavirus has brutally exposed how communities can only stay safe by everyone 
having enough food, housing and basic services. But it is widely noted that £billions of 
benefits are unclaimed due to the complexities of the benefits system. Can EHDC report 
on how comprehensively the Test and Trace payment which it administers has been taken 
up? 
(Ref.EHDCwebpage https://www.easthants.gov.uk/test-and-trace-support-payment 
 which advises: If you have been contacted by NHS test and trace and have been told to 
self-isolate, you may be entitled to a payment of £500.) 
 

9 Moira Johnson 
 

Cllr Butler How many homeless people are sleeping rough in East Hampshire and how many of 
them did EHDC’s Severe Weather Emergency Protocol (SWEP) enable to escape 
severe weather? also why is the minimum trigger a forecast of three nights below 
freezing? 
 

10 Moira Johnson 
 

Cllr Butler EHDC facilitated the construction of 591 affordable homes in the period April 2018-
March 2020. How does EHDC prevent publicly funded housing stock becoming buy-to-
let opportunities? 
 

11 Moira Johnson 
 

Cllr Butler Can you confirm if the 591 affordable homes built in the period April 2018-March 2020 
(and any future affordable homes planned) are built to Passivhaus standards which 
provide a high level of occupant comfort while using very little energy for heating and 
cooling? 

 

    

 

https://www.easthants.gov.uk/test-and-trace-support-payment

